The Ancient Worlds of Asia
lost a father or a husband. The daughters were married off according to their station and with a dowry from public funds; the sons were brought up to enter State service. Chosroes thus created a new nobility absolutely devoted to his service.
Landowners also received. State assistance for the reconstruction of damaged property and the repair of canals and were given cattle to restock depleted herds. Ruined villages were rebuilt, bridges repaired and new fortifications erected. The fiscal system was reformed: taxes were fixed according to the area of land under cultivation and the number of fruit trees. This system lasted so well that it was later adopted by the Caliphs. A personal tax, to be paid quarterly, was imposed on all men from twenty to fifty years of age, except the nobility and the grandees of the Empire, soldiers, priests and court officials and secretaries. These reforms considerably increased the State income and filled the public coffers against times of war for which Chosroes always strove to be prepared. The army was also reformed. Previously the lower nobility, the core of the army, had been obliged to serve both without pay and at its own expense. Chosroes had the army lists reviewed and allotted arms, a horse and pay to those soldiers without means of their own. A cavalry soldier's complete equipment consisted of armour for his horse, and for himself a coat of mail, a breast-plate, leggings and thigh-pieces, a sword, lance and round buckler, a number of weapons hung on a belt, an axe, a quiver, two bows, thirty arrows and two spare bowstrings carried at the back of the helmet. The main weapons were the lance and the bow which the Iranian Aryans had wielded with great skill from time immemorial. The elite of the mounted troops were the knights, comparable to those of the Middle Ages. They were all noblemen and from them the king recruited his bodyguard.
Chosroes appointed four spahbads to command his armies. These were both military commanders and governors of the four great provinces of the Empire: in the east Khorasan, Seistan and Kerman; in the south Persis and Susiana; in the west an area corresponding to the present Iraq as far as thea two-handed lance. In front of him, j:heir names carved on the stone, stand the
